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AB Cleavage of non -viral proteins is rarely obsd. with the HIV-1 
protease (HIV pr) . One such, cleavage event occurs with 
Renilla lucif erase, ina ctivating the light-producing 

ability rv'f th e latter enzyme . This result can be incorporated into a 
rapid, sensitive and quant, assay for HIV pr activity. Another cell 
protein hydrolyzed by HIV.pr is bcl-2, a cytoprotective protein. This 
cleavage event has important biol. consequences, leading to enhanced HIV 
replication and programmed death of the host cell. A strategy is 
proposed 

to suppress HIV with non-cleavable mutants of bcl-2. 



